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Among those in electrical testing and 
maintenance, Mr. D was most well known for 
his work in the maritime and fi shing industries. 
His career started in the Navy. He would go 
on to work with the U.S. Merchant Marine, 
the U.S. Coast Guard, aboard commercial 
fi shing boats, as a marine engineer for a State 
of California research vessel, as an electrician 
and supervisor at Seaboard Electric, and fi nally 
as the founder of Demaria Electric. 

Mr. D led the modernization and reliability of 
electrical systems on board ships in two very 
important ways: retrofi tting the old electro-
mechanical voltage regulators on shipboard 
generators with new solid-state regulators 
and adding refrigeration circuitry to provide 
additional capacity to cool produce and freeze 
ice cream. Skilled Demaria Electric electricians 
were the go-to crew for companies like Matson, 
American President Lines, Keystone Shipping, 
Texaco Tankers, and others.

Th ose who spent any time with Mr. D 
remember him better for his genuine 

interest and care about other people’s 
lives. He was truly a people person. 

He would talk to anyone — 
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Anthony F. Demaria, Sr. — aff ectionately called Mr. D by those closest 
to him — passed away December 31, 2017. He was surrounded by 
family and exactly where he wanted to be: the Demaria family home in 
San Pedro, California.

“I was born in San Pedro, and I’m going to 
die in San Pedro,” he said on more than one 
occasion. Mr. D was born there in 1925. His 
father, Nick, came to San Pedro in 1900, and 
Mr. D was proud that Demarias have lived in 
the town for 117 years.
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